LAWIMIL
Serve the Lord w

Curling up in dad’s lap as he
reads a book to you. Holding
mom’s hand as you cross the
street. Learning how to
bake, roller-skate or ride
your bike with your mom or
dad right beside you.
Running and playing,
squealing in delight at a gift.
For most of us, childhood
was a time marked with
innocence, growing, and joy.
Are you still a child? The
answer should be a
resounding YES! A child of
God! Romans 8:16 tells us
“The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are
God’s children.”

The Oklahoma district LWML
is organizing its first Christian
Life Conference. You are
invited to join your sisters in

ith Gladness...Psalm 100:22  Christ to explore The Joy of

Being God’s Child March 2-
3, 2007 in Oklahoma City.
This will be a great time for
worship, study, fellowship
with other Christian women,
and personal growth.

Elaine Bickel will be the
keynote speaker from Holey
Knee Ministries. She is a
wife and mother of two and
serves as the principal at St.
Paul Lutheran School in
Millington, MI. Elaine is
called on often to share her
humorous and inspirational
message.

The conference will be held
at Messiah Lutheran Church
in Oklahoma City, three self-
contained sessions are
planned, Friday afternoon,
Friday evening, and

Saturday, so you can
participate in one, two or all
three parts.

Friday will begin at 12:30
p.m. and end at 5:30 PM.
Friday evening enjoy a
scrumptious banquet at the
Crowne Plaza, OKC with lively
entertainment. Saturday will
begin with registration at
8:30 a.m. and will close at
3:30 p.m. with a communion
worship service. Saturday
will include a special “Ask the
Pastor” session with our very
own Pastoral Counselors —
Rev. Barrie Henke and Rev.
Steven Stoll.

Mark your calendars now!
You don’t want to miss this
event.

by Debbie Tabisz
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According to
holeyknee.com, Elaine
Bickel is a child of God,
the wife of an
understanding husband,
mother of two children,
grandmother of two,
principal of St. Paul
Lutheran School in
Millington, MI, author of
numerous curriculum
materials for Sunday
Schools, VBS, and
Lutheran Day Schools.
She is also the author
of three Bible study
books-Living With
Compulsive Behavior,
Growing as a Christian
Mother, and Roots and
Wings: A Parent’s
Challenge.

THANK YOU... THANK

YOU...THANK YOU!!! to

all the fine participants

who presented a skit

promoting the Special

Gifts Fund Drive at our

Zone Fall Fest

gatherings.

Each zone

allowed time for

the skit, thus to

increase support

and growth of

the Fund.

Special THANKS

to Barbara Mayer

fr o m First LWML, Ponca

City who used her sKills
in skit writing.

Elaine Bickel Bio

Elaine is also the author
of devotions and articles
published in Lutheran
Woman’s Quarterly,

Guideposts, and many
other publications. She
is frequently a humorous
and inspirational
banquet and retreat
speaker, as well as an
experienced youth and

Now, as you consider
your gift for a memorial,
an anniversary, a
birthday, a special
blessing, or at this time
of year, a gift just in
THANKSGIVING for all
we have in this country
for which to be thankful
to a giving and gracious
God.

The fund is
WAITING... WAITING
. WAITING...Gifts
deposited during this
past quarter include
those given as
memorials; $225.00,
10% from Cartridge
Recycling Fund; $375.58

family life director.
Also a trained coordinator
for Rainbows for All God’s
Children, a support group
for children who are
experiencing loss due to
death or divorce. She is
the recipient of the 1994
Crystal Apple award for
teaching excellence, and
was interviewed by Phylis
Wallace on “Woman to
Woman”.

Consistently listed in
Who’'s Who Among
America’s Teachers and
member of the Board of
Regents of Concordia
University, Ann Arbor,
Michigan campus.

[’em a Gootpiint- Special Gifts gand

and interest; $195.98.
Total Fund amount is
$22,091.27 as of
September 30, 2006.
For your convenience tear
out and use the gold
colored Special Gifts
Brochure page from the
Fall Fest packet and send
it with your donation to:
Lisa Graf, Oklahoma
District Treasurer, P.O.B
1094, Guymon, OK
73942. Direct questions
to: Marilyn Laramy, 31
Stoneridge Road, Ponca
City, OK 74604-3418.

God'’s Blessings!

_Christmas
gifts, anyone?

Remember those
special LWML
sisters this
Christmas with
a keepsake
ornament from
the LWML
Store at
lwml.org

~———————————————————————’
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We’ve passed the
$2000 mark in
raising money for
missions with just a

ckick of your
mouse. Since
signing up in

January, thousands
of searches have
benefited LWML
mission projects.

It's a new and easy

way to increase your
mites for LWML, just by
searching the internet
with GoodSearch.com,
and it’'s simple. You use
www.GoodSearch.com
like any other search
engine. The site is
powered by Yahoo!, and
each time you do,
money is generated for
LWML. Each “hit”
generates one cent for
mites, and you can

check to see how the
numbers are growing.

Last year, search
engines generated close
to $6 billion in revenue
from advertisers. With
GoodSearch, part of this
advertising revenue will
now be directed to
LWML.

YWR's- Lavon Frissen

The future of LWML
Is our teens and
young women, and
by getting them
involved as Young
W o m e n
Representatives we
offer them the
opportunity to serve
Christ in new ways.

Applications are still
being accepted for
YWR’s to the Sioux
Falls Convention. This
iIs a tremendous
opportunity to join
hundreds of other
women in three joy-
filled days of spiritual
growth.

Applications are
available at
www.lwml.org on the
pull-down menu.
Contact Lavon
Friesen, YWR
Chairman
405.375.6775 or
LKFI@pldi.net for
more information.

Weleome., ()'au Roasrd Pembers /

Four new zone presidents
were elected to the
Oklahoma District Board
of Directors along with
our new VP of Human
Care and Public Relations
Director. We welcome
presidents Beth
Schoeling, Enid Zone, Pat
Hinkel, Miami Zone,
Leola Thiemann, Ponca
City Zone and Susan
Copen, Tulsa Zone as
new zone presidents.
The zone president’s job
is one of the most
challenging in LWML.
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takes time,

communlcatlon and
dedication. They join the
zone presidents serving
additional terms, Lavon
Friesen, Kingfisher Zone,
Gayle Anderson, Lawton
Zone, Jeannie Merrill,
Oklahoma City Zone and
Myrna Lou Meyer,
Panhandle Zone.

Wendy Bacon was
appointed to fill the VP of
Human Care position until
the next election, and
taking her place as Public
Relations Director is Anita

Miller from Boise City.
Anita joins us as a
member of the
Communication team
headed by VP of
Communication, Audrey
House.

We welcome these new
board members and ask
you to pray for them and
the work of the OK District
LWML. Remember to be
“Together in Prayer” every
Monday at noon with your
LWML sisters across the
country!

T, L L T e
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72e UYou Ready to ROCK?
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P el |

everyone involved.
The convention
theme, “ROCK! Rest
On Christ the King!”

opportunities, and
rejoice in the
fellowship of
thousands of LWML
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Only SiX  from Psalm 31:1-3. sisters! There’s :
MOoNnths Getyour friends and plenty of parking if 1
until the mpake plans to go to  you want to drive, |
3 2 n d gjoux Falls, South and tons of Christ- |
Biennial pakota June 21-24, centered fun at |
Convention, 5007, See LWML in Camp ROCK! for the !
and  action, learn about kids, ages 6 mo. to |

't’S mission grants, 17 yrs. I

timé ministry and ,

to get e adership

Decades of Devotion-80 in O

When the idea of a state
organization began to
simmer 80 years ago, there
may have been a question
by some as to whether or
not such an organization
was necessary, or even
possible.

After all, didn’'t the
churches of the Missouri
Synod in Oklahoma have
women’s groups to cook
and sew and thus attend
to local needs? Why go to
the trouble of trying to
consolidate various
groups? Could they agree
on a purpose and unite to
achieve their goals? Time
would tell.

When the women of Zion,
OKC called a statewide
meeting on February 8,
1928, they were
encouraged by their pastor
the Rev. A.C. Dubberstein,
who stated “If there is a
value in women’s
organizations within a
congregation, there must

be a wvalue in
combination of such
organizations in the
District.”

With such support, a
constitution was adopted
on March 11, 1928 and
the Lutheran Women'’s
League of Oklahoma was
born. Eight ladies’ circles
represented the League
as charter members:
Deborah, Mary and
Martha, and Priscilla
Circles of OKC, and the
Ladies’ Aid societies of
Apache, Chickasha,
Norman, Shawnee, and
Lawton. Thus Oklahoma
became the first District
in the United States to
organize a Women’s
Missionary League.

They decided that the
name of the organization
was incidental, but in
whose “Name” they were
working was the thing of
consequence. Those
women responsible for

organizing the League were
willing to be led by the Spirit of
God in a special ministry. The
first officers were:

President, Mrs. J.Carl Fowler,
OKC; 1st VP, Mrs. B.J. Rogstad,
Chickasha; 2nd VP, Mrs. O.C.
Biemend, Shawnee; Secretary,
Mrs. M.R. Kruck, Norman;
Treasurer, Mrs. C.E. Schow,
Chickasha; Pastoral Advisor,
Rev. W.A. Seidensticker,
Cushing.

Taken from the 75th
Anniversary book, written by
Mrs. Ebba Johnson, Lahoma,
Oklahoma, past District
President (1980-84) and current
Oklahoma District LWML
Archivist/Historian Emeritus.

Look for more history as we
approach the celebration of 80
years of LWML in Oklahoma in
2008!

by Marilyn Alsip

Register now!

Look for the
registration form
in this issue of the
Voice of Service,
talk with your
society president,
and check out the
Oklahoma LWML
website at
oklwml.org

Do you know a
woman who
needs to hear that
she is God’s child?
Make a copy of
the registration
form and bring
her along!
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Like to sing, dance, write
sketches, or perform
before an audience? We
want YOU!!! Friday, June
22, at convention, an
evening of celebrating
God’s blessings on the
LWML past, present, and
looking to the future is

planned.

A 5-7 minute video (VHS)
containing humor, music,
dance, and/or costuming,
with 3-10 LWML’ers
performing may be sent
to District President Patti

The fImazing ROCK Star Reality Show

Ross by January 1, 2007.

The winning act will be
submitted to National on
January 20.

will be performed for the
convention that evening.

Distict Plission Geant Update

Three more district mission
rants were funded at the
ctober Board of Directors

Meeting. Grant #1, Aid to

OK District Ministerial

Students, was funded for

$5000, half of the total
rant. Grant #2 to the
ulsa Braille Center was

funded for $3000. Grant

Bus leansportationto Siowe Falls

made out to OK District

Kincaid Bus company
has been contracted to
provide service to Sioux
Falls, according to bus
chairman Terri Sullivan,
Trinity, Broken Arrow.

The bus will also serve
as a shuttle from the
hotel to convention
center. We will leave OKC
early Wednesday, June
20, and pick up

#10 to Servant’s Heart
Ministry in Guatemala City
was funded for $4200.
Through your Mighty Mites
you have reached out to
people in the US and
Guatemala and enabled
blind Africans to read the
Bible in Swahili Braille. All
glory and thanks to God

passengers in Tulsa and
Vinita. We will return on
Sunday, making our final
stop in OKC late that
night. Cost will be $120
roundtrip.

Revervations may be sent
to Terri and must include
the following information:
Your name, address,
phone number, email
address, and which
location you wish to board
the bus, and a deposit of
$25. Checks may be

PBannes Design Chosen

The banner design
submitted by the
Panhandle Zone was
chosen as the “Rest
on Christ the King”
banner to be made for
Sioux Falls.

You will be “wowed”
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by this beautiful
design by DeeDee
Wescoatt of Guymon
Holy Trinity is the
designer.

Sorry, no pictures
now! You'll have to
wait until May to see

our Heavenly Father who
rovides for his children and
lesses us with the means to
be a blessing to others. As
we celebrate the birth of
Jesus, let us pause to
remember that He ws sent to
offer salvation to all people.
Check out www.oklwml.org
website for more information

LWML.

Each bus holds 54 people,

and reservations are on a

first come-first served
basis. If there is enough
demand, a second bus will
be contracted.

Terri Sullivan, LWML Bus

Chairman

7207 E. 90th Place

Tulsa, OK 74133

tulsaquilter@cox.net
918.254.2396

it! Thank you to all
those who submitted
designs. They were all
beautiful and we hope
they will all be made
and displayed to the
glory of God in His
church!

If our
District’s act is chosen, it

\
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Enid Zone

First Lutheran, Pond Creek hosted
the Fall Fest. Attendance was 66,
including seven pastors. Pastor
Roggow led the worship. Pastor
Dorsch, Fairmont and Pasor Myers,
Garber, are chaplains for Garfield
County. Dorsch spoke of the Bibles
for Peace Officers.

Officers elected for the 2006-2008
biennium are: Beth Schoeling,
president; Cindy Fischaber, VP of
Human Care; Judy Roggow, VP of
Servant Resources.

LWML Store sales were 130.50,
mission offering was 202.35. Gifts
of the Heart totaled 159
items.Monetary donation for fuel
to transport LWR items totaled $26.

Kingfisher Zone

What a wonderful blessing our Fall
Fest was! Held at Trinity, El Reno,
attendance was 46, a big increase
from last year. The Trinity ladies
were great hosts.

Trinity Pastor Don Hefta led our
opening, and Senior Pastoral
Counselor Steven Stoll presented
the message. Guest speakers were
Scott Dewald from Camp
Lutherhaven and Delia Hansen,
District Teen LWML Representative.

The Lord was smiling as an offering
was taken to help support Camp
Lutherhaven, because He knew
that something big was coming.
From a group of less than fifty
people, an offering totaling $1514
was collected!

Lavon Friesen, president; Sharon
Bomhoff, vice-president; and
Rhonda Chlouber, secretary-
treasurer were elected and
inducted, zone delegate is Maxine
Masquelier, with Sharon Bomhoff
as alternate. Gerry Schoelen will
serve as our district nominating
committee member. A Sioux Falls
banner design was chosen, and
Kathy Quinn, Our Savior, Guthrie
volunteered to be the zone
cartridge recycling facilitator.

Emmanuel, Kingfisher collected
what may be a society record of
433 Ibs. for Lutheran World Relief.

Lawton Zone

First Lutheran, Chickasha, hosted
the Zone Fall Fest with the theme
“Christ, Our Beacon”. St. John’s,
Lawton, led the Bible Study.
Opening devotion and closing
service were lead by Pastor
Thompson, Chickasha.

Apache LWML made the favors, a
skit was presented by Arlene Kline
and Alison Ross about the Special
Gifts Fund “Leave a Footprint”
campaign. The ladies of Holy Cross
presented a skit “Searching for the
ROCK” encouraging everyone to
attend the National Convention.

Elected officers for 2006-2008 are:
Gayle Anderson, president; Carolyn
Love, VP of Gospel Outreach; Pat
Tucker, VP of Human Care;
Katherine Gerdes, Sec/Treas.
National Convention delegate and
alternate are Gayle Anderson and
Carolyn Love.

The ingathering Litany was led by
Helen McDonald, Holy Cross,
Lawton. Total LWR collection was
894.5 Ibs.

Miami Zone

Vinita hosted the Fall Fest with an
attendance of 53, including five
pastors. The Bible study was led
by ladies from Pryor and Adair.

Missions were highlighted with a
video of the Mission Grants, and
District VP of Servant Resources,
Betty Reichert, spoke on mission
opportunities at the society level.

Officers were elected to the
postitions of president, vice-
president, sec/treas. and delegate
to Sioux Falls.

Oklahoma City Zone

The Ruth Guild of Good Shepherd,
Midwest City, was host for the Fall
Fest. A Total of 105, including five
pastors, attended.

Officers for the 2006-2008
biennium are: Jeannie Merrill,
president; Shari Stepanek, vice-
president; Cheryl Booze, Sec/Treas.
Marilyn Alsip, Archivist-Historian.
Sioux Falls delegate is Chrystel
Davis.

Luncheon entertainment was
provided by the FAITHFUL SINGERS
from Faith Lutheran, OKC. They
sang a medley of songs entitled
“Down to the River to Pray”.

Nance West, District VP of Gospel
Outreach, gave a presentation on
the Children’s Christian Concern
Society. Grant recipient Redeemer
High School was presented a check
for $5000 for new computers.

Vicar Dan Weber of Good Shephern
gave the closing devotion.

Panhandle Zone

This was an expecially exciting
meeting because, after some years

/
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of sitting out, Woodward’s small-
but-mighty society hosted the Fall
Fest Fest.

Attendance was 31, including 15
delegates and four pastors, who
met with Junior Pastoral Counselor
Barrie Henke during the Bible study.

Mission speaker was Pastor Mark
Wescoatt, Guymon. He presented
history and current information
about Camp Lutherhaven at
Knowles, OK. Pastor John Wackler,
Texhoma, sang and played guitar,
and told stories of how LWML
supported him and his family when
he entered the seminary.

Officers elected are: Myrna Lou
Meyer, Guymon, president; June
Wadley, Guymon, vice-president;
Jarie Coggins, Buffalo, secretary.
June Wadley is delegate to Sioux
Falls, with Terry McDow, Woodward,
as alternate.

Over 2000 Ibs. were gathered for
LWR, including 416 quilts.

Ponca City Zone

Zion, Stillwater, hosted the Fall Fest
with a total attendance of 82,
including three pastors, twelve
guests from Cristo Rey, OKC,
fourteen children and two childcare
workers.

Ladies from Zion, Guthrie, led the
Bible Study. Guest speaker was
Pastor Trini Castaneda of Cristo Rey.
Susan Brunkow, Ponca City
designed the banner for
consideration for Sioux Falls.

oo mmm
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