
T h e  Vo i c e  o f  Se r v i c eT h e  Vo i c e  o f  Se r v i c e

•  F a l l  M i s s i o n
F e s t s  S e p t .
1 5 t h  &  2 9 t h
9 : 0 0 a - 2 : 3 0 p

•  O k l a h o m a
Dis t r i c t  M iss ion
G r a n t
S u b m i s s i o n
D e a d l i n e  S e p t .
3 0 t h

•  F a l l  W o m e n ’ s
R e t r e a t ,
O c t o b e r  2 6 -
2 7 t h ,  R o m a n
N o s e  S t a t e
P a r k

•  O K  D i s t r i c t
B o a r d  M e e t i n g
N o v e m b e r  3 r d

•  2008  OK D is t .
C o n v e n t i o n ,
A p r i l  1 1 - 1 2 ,
C l a r e m o r e
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Well ROCK-a-my-soul!
That is exactly what
t h e  L u t h e r a n
Women’s Missionary
League Convention
did to me: It ROCKed
my soul, as well as
5000+ others in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota,
under the theme
“Rest On Christ the
King”.

It was exciting! It was
exciting to be among
thousands of Lutheran
women, their spouses
and a multitude of
pastors .  I t  was
exciting to feel the joy
and camaraderie

e x p r e s s e d  b y
everyone there. I
don’t think I met a
stranger anywhere at
the  convent i on ,
whether waiting in

meal lines, the dining
hall, or really messing
up those breakfast
waffles at the hotel.

I t  s eemed  l i ke
everyone I met was
kinfolk in some way.
And  k in fo l k  we
are...through Christ

the King. And because
o f  ou r  “ g ra ce ”
relationship to each
other through Christ,
we share one Savior,
one message, one
mission.

Our  Sav ior  was
praised in song and
laughter. Our Savior
was  p ro c l a imed
through Bible studies
and devotions. And
our  Sav io r  was
radiated through
commitment to His
mission as a national
mite goal of $1.7
million was adopted
for the next biennium.
That really ROCKs!
-Pastor Henke

President Patti
Five thousand twenty-
four of the “biggest
over-achievers in the
Missour i  Synod”
gathered last month
in Sioux Falls, SD for
the 32nd Biennial
Convention of the
LWML, celebrating the
65th anniversary of
our organization. The
“over-achiever” label
was from Rev. Roy

Wilke, head of the
O r p h a n  G r a i n
Train.He echoed other
speakers in his thanks
and praise of LWML
and the continued
support of missions
with money, prayers
and material goods.

A l l  the  miss ion
s p e a k e r s  w e r e
outstanding. God’s

Word is moving in so
many ways! I think
that is what I always
take away from
conventions and what
keeps me “powered
up” for work in the
church. We have been
chosen by God, and
we have work to do!

Rev. Wilke talked
about the money we

ROCK!



“To proclaim the love of Christ with our voices and with our service”
President Patti
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THE VOICE OF SERVICE

give to support
orphanages in
Latvia where
infants are
literally left on
d o o r s t e p s
because of
extreme socio-
e c o n o m i c
h a r d s h i p .
LWML helps
fund

41 orphanages
there and also
con t r i bu tes
quilts and hygiene
k i t s  t o  t h o s e
orphanages. He also
told the story of
giving a quilt to a 16
year old woman in a
Latvian prison,
incarcerated
for six months
for stealing six
oranges. She
clutched it to
herself and
joyfully ran
back to her
cold, grey cell
which has 11
beds for 22 women
and whole cellblocks
o f  TB and HIV
infected women.

For every dollar we
contribute, Orphan

Grain Train can
provide $14 in goods

and
services in
26
countries!

A contemporary
loaves and fishes
story. We heard
stories like this from
all the mission
speakers.

What you do matters!
LWML is a vital,
i n s t r u m e n t a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n
conce rned  w i t h
spreading the saving
grace and love of
Jesus through the
money we give to
mites and the love of
Jesus we sew into
each quilt and tie up
in each health kit!

S t a y
“ p o w e r e d
up” in your
s e r v i c e .
Come to the
Fall Mission
F e s t i v a l s
and  hear
m o r e  o f
these stories
f r o m
convention

and from the three
mission speakers that
will be at each Mission
Fest. I hope to see
you there!

S e r v i n g  w i t h
gladness!

Patti



Fall Retreat-Wendy Bacon
Take a break from the
commotion of this life
and rest upon our
“ROCK” our Savior,
Jesus Christ. The
hustle and bustle of
back-to-school will
have passed and we
will have officially
jumped feet first into
Fall. What a great
opportunity to get

away for some true
rest and relaxation.
You r  Ok l ahoma
District LWML Fall
Retreat is being
planned with that in
mind, just for you.
We will join in the
study of God’s Word,
fellowship, singing
praises, food, and fun
at Roman Nose State

Park.
R e s e r v e
October 26-
27, 2007 for
a time of
renewing of
body and
mind as we
rest upon our “ROCK”
Jesus Christ!
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Leave a Footprint-Special Gifts Fund
So much in this world

is uncertain
. . .We don’ t
know how the
war in Iraq and
n e i g h b o r i n g
countries will
e n d . . . p o l l s
cannot be relied

upon...so often we
cannot believe what

we hear or read.

We are cer ta in ,
however, of the plan
God has for believers
in the GRACE offered
by his Son, Jesus
Christ. This promise
is sure. Give of
yourselves, your time,
talent and treasure to
what will last. The

Special Gifts Fund
provides a means by
which we can witness
to generations to
come. A footprint that
lasts.

Interest of $240.72 for
the quarter brings the
total in the LCEF
SewardAccount to
$23, 582.78

Special Gifts
may be sent to

OK District
Treasurer Lisa

Graf, POB
1094, Guymon,

OK 73942
Direct

questions to
Marilyn

Laramy, 31
Stoneridge Rd.,
Ponca City, OK

74604-3418
richardlaramy@

hotmail.com

Moving Mighty Mission Mites
Do you know a
mission program that
could use a helping
hand? LWML mites
f und  de se r v i ng
outreach programs
and YOU can help get
that grant into the
right hands. Grant
w r i t i n g  i s  n o t
impossibly tough. It
comes from the
heart!

For guidelines and
examples, go to the
OK Dist. website,
www.oklwml.org and
click on “Mission
Grant Guidelines”
T h e  L u t h e r a n
Women’s Missionary
League is accepting
grant applications for
t h e  t h e  2 0 0 8
b i e n n i u m .
Applications must be

p o s t m a r k e d  b y
September  30 ,
2007.
You can move mission
mites by writing a
grant...and make God
smile!
F o r  h e l p  a n d
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,
contact Nancy West,
VP of Gospel Outreach
nwest424@hotmail.
com



Teen LWML-Delia Hansen
MapQuest said it was
a 10 hour trip, but
that didn’t factor in
the needs of 10
women in one
vehicle! After
13 hours in a
van together
A s h e l y ,
V i c t o r i a ,
E l i z a b e t h ,
Emily, Holly,
L i nda ,  and
Rachael and I
knew  ea ch
other much
better.

To  b e  a m o n g
t h o u s a n d s  o f
Lutheran women

a t t e n d i n g  t h e
T h u r s d a y  n i g h t
worship service was
an inspir ing and

moving experience. At
K i n g ’ s  S e r v a n t
Activities the girls
helped with banners,
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Each kit  should
include:
a backpack
12” ruler with inches
and centimeters
4 oz. glue
5 pencils
2-70 pg. notebooks
scissors (don’t have
to be blunt)
pencil sharpener
At the Christian Life
C o n f e r e n c e  a t
Messiah last year, the

Heart-to-Heart Sisters
coordinated the filling
of 200+ backpacks
made  by  LWML
members.
W h e n  t h e s e
backpacks  were
distributed in the
Zacateca, Mexico
area, more than 400
children showed up!
Many classrooms
have only one box of
crayons for the entire
class, and all supplies

must  be  shared
a m o n g  m a n y
students. Distributing
backpacks containing
Christian literature in
Spanish, as well as
school supplies is a
much needed resource
for the children.
B a c k p a c k s  a n d
supplies will again be
collected at the Fall
Mission Fests

Heart-to-Heart Sisters School Backpacks

THE VOICE OF SERVICE

sewed pi l lows or
quilts, marked Bibles,
or wrote letters to
missionaries.

The friendships
m a d e  a t
convention and
nu r t u r ed  a t
other gatherings
will be important
as these girls
g r o w  i n t o
women of God.
T h e y  a r e
confident to step
out in faiith,

ready to declare His
praise and serve
others.



I have never been so
overwhelmed with
the love of Christ and
the humor of faith-
filled, radical, rocking
women in all my life!
B e i n g  o n  t h e
convention floor with
President Patti, the
laughter shared, the
B i b l e  s t u d i e s ,
comraderie with other

YWR’s  won’ t  be
forgotten.

Being mentored by
our District President,
marching in with the
banners  i n  the
Processional, the
pride we felt for our
state, understanding
that Patti was once a
woman just like me,

full of wonder and
h o p e .  Wo r k i n g
together LWML will
flourish and grow, and
who knows? Maybe
God will lead me to
service in this way!
-Char i ty  Pendley
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T h e  6 0 0 - p l u s
delegates elected a
new president to lead
the organization over
the next four years,
Janice Wendorf of
Grafton, WI. Wendorf,
the 16th president of
the LWML, asked for
“prayers for the
suppor t  o f  ou r

organization and the
support of all the
individual officers that
you have elected.”

Also elected to four-
year terms were:
Sylvia Johnson of
New Berlin, WI, VP of
Human Care

E lo i se  Kuh lmann ,
Amarillo, TX, VP of
Servant  Resouces
Helen Miller, Lake of the
Hills, IL, Treasurer
Rev. Michael J. Mattil,
Sherman TX, Senior
Pastoral Counselor

WOW Moments
Rev. Dean Nadasdy
told us that LWML
women  c an  b e
dangerous, and that
i t ’ s  O K  t o  b e
dangerous!
Singing with a 500
m e m b e r  c h o i r,
laughing with Jan
Struck, listening to

Erin Brodie, being
together with God’s
family and the Holy
Spirit.
Terry Kieschnick said
“We are all ordinary
women w i th  an
extraordinary God,
doing extraordinary
things for our Lord!”

The emotion-packed
gratitude of Rev.
Wilke of Orphan
Grain Train for a
semi  f i l led wi th
clothing.
Delegates voting in
grants totaling $1.7
million!

Young Women Representatives

President Elected
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Gifts of the Heart
Hand Towel sets - 1,887
Health Kits w/towel - 457
Health Kits w/o towel - 2,548
Children’s Clothing - 338 items
Child Underwear/sock sets - 2,339
Sheet Sets - 1,340
Quilts - 970
Shampoo - 902
Toothbrushes - 3,065
Miscellaneous - 4,530

A record number of first-timers,
over 1,500 worshipped, voted,
sang and praised at the 32nd
Biennial LWML Convention.
The Convention closed with a
photo highlights presentation, a
shower of balloons, and a laser
light show.
Total convention attendance was
5,023.

Delegates adopted a
record $1.7 million
mission goal for the
2007-09 biennium, the
largest in LWML’s 65-
year history. The record
mite goal is $75,000
more than the previous
goal for 2005-07. The
funds raised by the
250,000 members
nationwide will be used
to support 18 mission
grants to:

*train deaf ministry
leaders ($50,000)
*provide portable
medical cl inics in
Sudan, East Africa
($70,000)
*build 10 Lutheran
churches in India
($100,000)
*support a female
missionary to Muslim
people in Guinea, Africa
($100,000)

*help Lutheran Bible
Translators, Aurora, Ill.
provide transportation for
missionaries ($60,000)
*open 8 new Lutheran
Blind Mission Outreach
Centers nat ionwide
($40,000)
*provide education to
Muslims in Bangladesh
(475,000)
*support a “circuit rider”
pastor in rural northwest
South Dakota ($65,000)
*support an inner-city
children’s ministry in
Minneapolis-St. Paul
($50,000)
*send a female human-
care missionary to Africa
($100,000)
*support a Christian
family counseling center
in St. Petersburg, Russia
($36,000)
*expand mission work in
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda,

Sudan and Ethiopia,
Africa ($104,500)
*help fund a Lutheran
campus ministry at
Haskell Indian Nations
University in Lawrence,
KS
* e x p a n d  i n t e r n e t
streaming capabilities at
KFUO-FM in St. Louis
($50,000)
*support Concordia
University, Austin, TX
students preparing for
child-welfare careers
($80,000)
*assist Lutheran City
Ministries outreach to the
homeless and addicted in
Detroit, MI ($49,000)
*support a soup kitchen
at St. Matthew Lutheran
Church in Chicago, IL
($33,000)
*support a cross-cultural
urban ministry in Ohio
($32,000)

Convention Highlights

National Mission Grants

THE VOICE OF SERVICE



Summer
 “Seeds”

Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a n y
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our friends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore,  we wi l l
explore Bible study
m a t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News o f  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends
and neighbors than
the good news of
salvation?

As we read Isaiah
6:8 - The I heard
the voice of the
L o r d ,  s a y i n g ,
“Whom sha l l  I
send, and who will
go for Us?” Then I
said, “Here am I.
Send me!”  Or as
we read Matthew
9:38 - “Therefore
beseech the Lord of
the harvest to send
out workers into
His harvest.” - and
we know we are the
workers -  We may
wonder how can we
do the work? We
will share practical,
personal ways we
can easily share
Jesus’ good news.
Come and join us
f o r  a  m i s s i o n
celebration as our
hearts and minds
are Ablaze! with the
Gospel message.

Debbie Tabisz and The
Christian Life Committee
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Ablaze! at Fall Fest



Directory

OK District President
Patti Ross

918.299.6490
p.ross@cox.net

VP Servant Resources
Betty Reichert
918.256.2176

tallokies@aol.com
VP Christian Life

Debbie Tabisz
918.321.3764

debbie@tabisz.com
VP Gospel Outreach

Nancy West
405.396.2000

nwest424@hotmail.com
VP Human Care

Wendy Bacon
580.446.5509

ski_bumz@yahoo.com
VP Communication

Audrey House
ahouse@audreyhouse.com
Recording Secretary

Gloria Bozarth
405.947.8460

audio43@earthlink.net
Corresponding Secretary

Linda Kremeier
405.263.7623

llkremeier_2000@yahoo.com
Treasurer

Lisa Graf
POB 1094, Guymon 73942

580.338.5822
llsag@fnbtexhoma.com

Sr. Pastoral Counselor
Rev. Steven Stoll

580.363.2468
1soulman.sbcglobal.com

Jr. Pastoral Counselor
Rev. Barrie Henke

405.359.0009
bhenke@htlcok.org

Archivist/Historian
Marilyn Alsip

405.769.4220
granny509@cox.net

Resources
Delores Withers

405.495.1605
secretary@oursaviorokc.org
Structure/Parlimentarian

Krystine Gibson
918.227.1934

kgibson19@cox.net
Voice of Service Editor

Marci Beikmann
405.641.0462

mbeikmann@cox.net
Web Servant

Sarah Ross
918.806.6042

sarah_b_ross@hotmail.com
YWR Chairman

Lavon Friesen
405.375.6775

LKFI226@pldi.net

Special Notice
Effective immediately,
please do not include
toothpaste in the health
kits you are assembling
for Lutheran World Relief.
S o m e  i m p o r t e d
toothpastes contain toxic
chemicals, as well as
concerns about expiration
dates prompted LWR to
remove toothpaste from
the health kits contents
as a safety precaution.
Toothpaste wi l l  be
distributed alongside the
health kits when shipped
overseas.

Fall Fests

The world is made
of shifting sand, but
we know the secret
to JOY, don’t we?
Jesus is our rock,
He never fails to
comfort or sustain
us.
Come enjoy a day
of celebration with
your LWML sisters
in song, Bible Study,
mission speakers
and worship in the
calm comfort of
Christ the Rock.

The Eastern half of
the state (divided at
I-35) will celebrate
Fall Fest on Sept.
1 5 t h  a t  F i r s t
Lutheran, Ponca
City. The Western
h a l f  w i l l  m e e t
September 29th at
St. John’s, Moore.
Register and visit
from 9-10:00, join
in the sing-along
after 9:30. Program
will end at 2:30.
Registration is $10,

lunch is included.
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Mission Grant Update
OK Dist. Ministerial Students Aid:
$10,000. Balance $5,000
Luth. Braille Center-Tulsa: $3,000 paid
Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships: $5,000,
balance $5,000
OK Professional Churchworkers Student
Aid Fund:$10,000, balance $5,000
SafeNet Domestic Abuse Shelter:
$5,000, paid
Camp Lutherhaven: $5,000, balance
$5,000
Oaks Indian Mission: $5,000, paid
Redeemer Luth. High, OKC: $5,000,
paid
Hispanic Vacation Bible School program:
$2,500, balance $2,500
The Servant’s Heart: $4,200 paid


